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Enhance one union for democracy, peace and overal change!

GEFONT's Fourth National Congress May 1-3, 2004

Concluding Remarks by Newly Elected Chairperson

In the initial phase of the 21st Century at
present, science & technology has taken
many leaps & jumps. The advancement
in science &  technology is
incomaparable, but the returns are
concentrated to limited hands. In the
name of globalization, the competition
of rich & advanced countries to capture
the markets everywhere has pushed the
life of the working people worldwide
towards more and more hardships.
Therefore, the need is to strengthen &
consolidate the unity of working class
globally against the globlization of
capital. Working class of the
contemporary world is not the slave of
the outdated culture of the backward
society, it should be the builder of the
new world. I feel working class is not
interested to controll the state power nor
accepts the slavery.

Labour movemet is the movement for
the entire working class. This class
should be free from the outdated style of
talking merely about the abstract
principles. State power is actually
organisation of rulers. Hence the major
responsibility of working class is to
expose this character of the state power
and to liberate the working class itself.

We have successfully concluded the 4th
National congress of our Organisation,
at this point of time our country is
strangled within a serious crisis. People

from every segment of society are
raising their voice for the protection of
their rights and the solution of the
livelihood problem. The nation at
present is in the movement. The poeple's
movement launched by the political
parties against retrogression has gained
new momentum. Not only there are
political parties in street, but also the
workers, teachers and professors,
journalists, human right organisations,
NGOs, students & youths, women &
peasants have come in the street.

The entire nation has come to the street
in order to safeguard the achievement of
the popular mass movement of 1990 and
for additional achievements, in this
point of time when the entire nation is
striving hard for restoring and
strengthening of democracy, Maoist
violence and terror is also at its peak.
The Moist problem has become a
serious and complicated problem of the
nation. Maoist violence has seriously
affected labour and employerment of the
country and hence its resoulution is
equally importatant for Nepali working
peopke. In fact the country cannot move
ahead without settlement of Maoist
problem. The settling of Maoist problem
has become essential in order to provide
relife to the National life from the grip
of muder and violence. The present
nominated government rejected by all
poliical parties, social organisation and
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all segments of people cannot solve any
burning issues of the country. Hence
there is no alternative than to instigate
movement in order to dissolve the
present government and to form all
party government of  National
consensus. From the forum of 4th
National Congress, we would like to call
all workers in the country to participate
in the movement of restoration of
democracy and to cooperate the
movement from every corner. We would
also like to request our international
friends to extend the solidarity to the
movement for democray in Nepal on
behalf of workers and governments of
respective countries.

Socialism is our political goal and final
destination is the free and prosperous
life of working masses. Nepali society is
slowly moving from semi-feudal
structure and the feudal class is also
being transfered into capitalist class
from the background of land based
feudalism. Therfore, the feudal form of
asset is being converted into modern
capital investment but mentality is in the
same feudal phase. Outcome is the
imbalanced outlook of employers in the
existing industrial
intervention of business class in state

relation.The

power under camoflague and corruption
is increasing visible. MNCs, Joint
Ventures, Big-business houses and
ambitious employers are in endeavour to
maintain & increase their control in
industrial policy of the country.
Therefore, contemorary Nepali society
is facing the problem of how to lead the
society towards positive direction in a

balanced manner among gender,
ethnicity & region while maintaining
class-issue at centre. In this long journey
of socialism, we should put forth our
activities in a planned manner by
solving the social contradictions as well.

Keeping all these facts as the focal
point, GEFONT has
programme in a new form in acordance
with futher management of its structure.
Adopted programme
partnership with political parties for
social transformation, educational
campaign, organisational expansion and
mobilization, single union campaign,
issues of social concern related to social
discrimination,
consumer rights, social security and
workers cooperative, increase in women
participation, human
development, development of
international relation, research and
policy intervention on labour issues,
unionisation in informal sectors, which
have become the issues of our prime
concern. We are committed to make the
forthcoming tenure more fruitful and I
would like to request for cooperation
from all concerned as in past.
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TraTA thgad o fafege woe
I THY (ATTUHATEsASS)

International Federation of Building &
Wood Workers (IFBWW)

3g gfua gegwEsq FHdT
A (T

Trade Union Advisory Committee to
OECD (TUAC)

Ty

(sTEEUwE ) TEE

International Confederation of Trade
Unions (ICFTU) HQ

l@a}ﬁ
DECONT
(fe=ra)
Democractic Confederation of
Nepalese Trade Unions (DECONT)
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TAN - A@NEA a8 qfae
Fehg A

LO - Nowegian Trade Union
Confederation

Ui

UNION NETWORK INTERNATIONAL

g Ada® graaTEd

Union Network International

)

TFECEA ea¥ ®Y IAST QU HIEA
(ATFHTETH), T TuS T

International Centre for Energy & Mine
(ICEM), HQs and AP

®

FITSATATIS, AT A TASSATH

TWARO, ITGLWF
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International Metal Federation, HQ

GUT

DIGNIDADE PARA QUEW. FAZ O PAIS

e - s
CUT - Brazil
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SEWA, India

w anti-slavery
today’s fight for tomorrow's freedom
Al AN T, TFATUS

Anti Slavery International, England

freraTe At I - duwy, fRfafee
Kilusang Mayo Uno - KMU, Philippines

qA iR 38 gaA theREd

All Pakistan Trade Union Federation

AFTEA 3¢ FAA 87, ATATEAT
Afghanistan Trade Union Centre, Afganisthan

fiTau®, SRy

BJSF, Bangladesh

Hidue, SR

CDL, Bangladesh

TaTHTE, 3fen
HMS, India

¥oF QU IHAUAE HifEH, ATTATS

Debt & Development Coalition, Ireland

Sfeelt @y
Jubilee South

TeTgAl, T
WWO, Pakistan

TATEEE AGY WITH, SR

United Labour Forum, Bangladesh

TANT-ZETAT &
LO-TCO Sweden

afgaw a8 g wedem (sfistiE)
Austrian Trade Union Federation (OGB)
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HETEfaE, ARUT (TH)

Inauguration : Chief Guest Com. Madhav K.

Nepal, General Secretary- CPN (UML)

Master of Ceremony : Com. Bishnu Rimal,

Secretary General-GEFONT

Guest Speaker : Sushil Koirala,
Secretary General, Nepali Congress

afafa a=wr : G quEs,

FEIT GIEW, AT AEHEAT Tt (3Mm)
Guest Speaker : Khushi Lal Mandal,
Central Committee Member, NSP (A)

IqEEA : FE Afafd . ATITRA S

awmafd : & Wau*mﬁ,
HEGET-ATTA 3¢ faA Agre

Chairperson: Com. Mukunda Neupane,

Chairman- GEFONT

Welcome speech : Com. Binod Shrestha,
Treasurer-GEFONT

lons

aﬁrF:vs.srmW,
HeTeT, FAARMET AqT

Guest Speaker : Com. Amik Serchan,
President, Peoples' Front-Nepal

| !
afafa a=ar : o ST,
fAdw, sEuwET AT

Ms. Leyla Tegmo Reddy,
Director, ILO office in Nepal
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HqETEA, AT FAWT AT(VTST FETES i Ao affta ang‘l%nzm%!{)
Mr. Binod Bdr Shrestha Mr. Laxman Basnet
President, FNCCI President, NTUC and Representative-ICFTU

SI'IE'QFISﬁQ af&m ufimel FEte
Prof. Harsh N. Dhaubhadel Mr. Pong Sul Ahn
President, CoNeP Senior Workers' Specialist, ILO/SAAT

sft arfen i

HEAET, FUSN(FIUAE, IR af= F TE B A 3 g
Ms. Maria Baehring Mr. H. Mahadevan

Chairperson - Copenhagen, KAD Dy. General Secretary, AITUC/WFTU

st et A

AEE(ad, dce FPhgEd AEH A
Mr. Willy Thys Mr. Chen Rongshu
General Secretary, WCL Member of the Secretariat, ACFTU

#ft & Fafamm, fren afusa, grecem +ft fam dgg =aw, Swene, wfwA
Mr. T. Dyvadheenam Mr. Shin Seung-cheol
Regional Representative, IMF-South Asia Vice-President, KCTU
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Mr. A.K. Lal, President Chhattisgarh State Mr. Chau Nhat Binh cﬁange!

Committee, CITU Dy Director, International Dept., VGCL

ot W g st

TS A, AT He1ge |9 yfafafa, Teen wwfcow@w=

Mr. Om Prakash Aghi Mr. Jens Aaarup

Organizing Secretary, BMS Project Advisor LO/FTF

IA G A, @uew, g afafes T FUT YGT A I, FUHRA AF0Hd,

qwE Aifaereel fowa, st AIT WY TR QU FY(had

Mr. Reverend Jang, Changwon Dr. Krishna Shekhar Lal Das

National Coordinator, APWSL Programme Officer, CEC

L w

#ft e gue A GEFONT's

yeaiey yemed, figd AT gravaTEw Fourth

Mr. Kim Heung-Hyun q

International President, Stnet International National
Congress
May 1-3, 2004
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3 F. TFFE AW F. AFATHATL TEAT %. fauy foame
@r@r | gt JuTea& SUTEa&E
Com. Mukunda Neupane Com. Lalit Kumar Basnet Com. Bishnu Rimal
Chairman Vice-chairman Vice-Chairman
. e 9% #. farer U %, IJAT IYTLAT #. gfea sef
CHEIEC IU-AgEaa I-FEEiaa ELRCECIEE]
Com. Binod Shrestha Com. Binda Pandey =~ Com. Umesh Upadhyay = Com. Hari Datta Joshi
Secretary General Unter-Secretary General ~ Unter-Secretary General Unter-Secretary General

#. famr 5 . AW BT ®. Jga w4l F. ISUM A
qUE, RAA U, W F (EoAd GO, A EF NeAWSad  quied, 8.8 %, s

Com. Bina Shrestha Com. Om Koirala Com. Uddhab K.C. Com. Chudamani Jungali
Coordinator, CWWD Coordinator, Eastern Coordinator, Mid Coordinator, Western

F. g d=H #. fagw Ft #. fas e
afea afea afea
Com. Buddhi Acharya Com. Bidur Karki Com. Jitendra Jonchhe
Secretary Secretary Secretary
#. foove 9% &, qFT ATHT . HEE e . W TS
afe= afea afe= afea
Com. Jitendra Shrestha Com. Pemba Lama Com. Madhav Neupane ~ Com. Ramesh Badal
Secretary Secretary Secretary Secretary
F. AT TS &. i fafafeman F. J0TEHT A0S % Teia fafr
U, SR [@iead G0, SEAld AW qiE, QEA IieReeE sied seus, Wt
Com. Amala Shrestha Com. Goma Timilsina ~ Com. Renuka Pandey Com. Rajiv Ghimire
Coordinator, RWWD Eastern ~ Coordinator, RWWD Mid  Coordinator, RWWD Western Zonal Chief, Mechi
&, AN aE &, fafasrm AT . LR L . FAAE T
AT HEWET, TN AT LTS, TWICATAT AT LTS, FAFIL (AN HeAeT, ALY,
Com. Jogi Lal Yadav ~ Com. Tri Bikram Gyawali Com. Surendra Rai Com. Kamalesh Jha
Zonal Chief, Koshi Zonal Chief, Sagarmatha ~ Zonal Chief, Janakpur Zonal Chief, Na.East

F. HeEEd @iaagT & FAA T F. GO qAE F. dwaas f

o e A AEEA, ALY, e qemer, ARl S=EA AeweT, UGH! 9 TeuE, W
Com. Madhusudan Khatiwada ~ Com. Kamal Gautam Com. Surya M. Subedi  Com. Keshab Raj Giri
u;l%'q:r HETEE Zonal Chief, Na.West Zonal Chief, Lumbini Zonal Chief, Gandaki Zonal Chief, Bheri
el Tiftcar &, ALY aH F. GRS O & fquw digw % fom
A qeme, &dv A qLWRT, AEERISAT (= ALWeT, AWTHAT q
m Com. Deb Bahadur Bam ~ Com. Dharmananda Panta Com. Dipak Poudel Com. Dinesh Rai
©-39 SvrE Zonal Chief, Seti Zonal Chief, Mahakali Zonal Chief, Bagmati Member
F. FATH @A F. AL qEAA F. Higd ATt & SEF A
qqe (SEL) (SEL2) (SEL2)
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Resolutions adopted by
GEFONT - Fourth National Congress

This Congress -

Extends heart felt tributes to the Martyrs
who sacrificed their life for Nepal's
labour movement, nationality and
democracy.

Extends our solidarity to on going
Peoples' Movement against retrogression
and appeals to all working people to
participate actively in this movement.

Strongly condemns Brutal suppression
of on-going people's movement and
demands for dissolve of the royal
government and formation of all party
government with full executive power.

In order to guarantee people's
sovereignty and to strengthen democracy
as well as to solve the social political
contradiction, a complete package based
on the road-map forwarded by the five
parties alliance as well as the CPN-
UML's proposal for national consensus
is highly significant. The nation can not
move ahead in status quo, hence the
congress demands for honest agreement
among respective parties.

Strongly demands with state and the
rebel group to stop ongoing violence and
armed conflict and appeals for peaceful
and democratic solution to ensure
sustainable peace.

Demands for elimination of existing
exploitative and unfair labour practices.

Demands the expulsion of Essential
Service  Act-1957  imposed by
government over working class.

Demands for permanent wage board for
systematic and regular revision of
minimum wages in every sector and
effective price control and wage
indexation.

Urgently demands for job security and
for immediate stoppage of firing workers
from their employment.

Strongly demands to end exploitation of
women and gender discrimination.

Demands for the protection of right to
work and diplomatic protection of the
migrant Nepali workers.

Expresses strong support to the genuine
demands of GEFONT Affiliates, for the
following proposals:

* Demand for concrete government
policy in order to revitalize the sick
industries.

* Protest against non-implementation
of Labor Act provisions including
minimum wages, appointment letter
in transport and demand for
enforcement of other provisions of
Labour Act and Transportation Act.
Demand for immediate withdrawal
of 444% increament to renew driving
license.

* Demand for immediate elimination
of labour-subcontracting being
practised in carpet industry .

¢ Demand for implementation of 10%
service charge as put forward by
NIHWU.

e Demand for compulsory life
insurance to the workers of the risky
jobs especially in trekking, travel &
rafting, for increases in insurance
amount and action against enterprises
operating without life insurance
provision.

e Demand for putting an end to the
discrimination between Tea estate
Rules and Labour Rules.

* Guarantee the right of unionisation

o
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and effective implementation of
Labour Laws in all types of
enterprises all over the nation.

e Provision of suitable rules &
regulations for the protection of
rights & interests of self employed
workers including Auto-mechanics,
Street vendors and Rickshaw pullers
in particular.

* Demand for Workers' ID Card in
order to secure job in Nepal for
Nepali citizen and to regulate the
heavy pressure of immigrant labour
in urban informal sector including
construction.

e Stopping the existing caste
discrimination & suppression in the
sectors of traditional occupations

including sweeping & garbage-
cleaning.
* Demand for effective

implementation of minimum wages
including introduction of fair wage
for agricultural workers and
rehabilitation  of  relinquished
Kamaiyas.

Extends full-hearted solidarity to the
trade union movement for worker rights
and peoples’ movement for nationality,
democracy and national liberation in
various parts of the globe.

Supports the peaceful movement of
Bhutanese people & expresses protest
against autocratic suppression of the
people by absolute Monarchy and
appeals all concerned to respect the right
of Bhutanese refugees to return to their
homeland with full self respect.

Special resolution

The prosperity and dignity of workers
can be achieved through transformation
of society by unity and strengthening
working class movement. On this

assumption the congress decides to
foster "single union" concept in spite of
diversity among the partners. The
congress commits to work for a platform
as single union structure where all trade
unions of the working class can be
accommodated.

In order to reform present labour law,
social dialogue between employers'
organization and recognized trade union
cetnres is to be continued. Labour
flexibility, social security, trade union
rights and labour administration,
informal sector, gender and exit policy
are the major issues of the social
dialogue. The congress appeals to the
concerned institutions to continue
meaningful dialogue on labour law
reform which would guarantee fast
development of agriculture, industries
and service sectors.

The congress demands immediate
withdrawal of foreign troops from Iraq
and guarantee of sovereignty and self
determination of the Iraqi people who
are victimized by the unjust war imposed
by the arrogance of the rulers.

The congress strongly demands to
minimize adverse effects on the life of
working people due to involvement of
Nepal on WTO, BMIST-EC and SAFTA.

The congress extends its condolence to
the bereaved family of Late Wokil Man
Shakya - the then Secretary of IPWUN
who expired in an accident. The congress
also recognizes his contribution on
Nepali labour movement.

The congress extends its grief on sudden
demise of Mr. Lila Nath Neupane - the
father of Chairman Com. Neupane and
extends its condolence to the bereaved
family.
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4" Nalional Congress

GEMNERAL FEDERATION OF NEPALESE TRADE UNIONS (GEFONT)

Jddidoldl / Involvement

gRilgg, St & Wt / We, who involved

HAEYET AUS / Presidium
F. A%+ AW / Com. Mukunda Neupane
. Afda a&a / Com. Lalit Basnet
&. fawy f@ / Com. Bishnu Rimal
#. faie % / Com. Binod Shrestha
F. IAYW IATeT™ / Com. Umesh Upadhyaya
#. far 9% / Com. Bina Shrestha

fraf=m I / Election Commission
&, giter @Rt / Com. Sushil Pyakurel
F. ML 94 / Com. Gauri Pradhan
&, A FHHT / Com. Arjun Karki

gfaat™ / Secretariat
#. fa=2r TUE / Com. Binda Pandey
% Ffargsr@y f ™ / Com. Kabindra S. Rimal
#. gfg s=w / Com. Buddhi Acharya

afaamm @@anft / Secretariat Assistants

F. Hav® AS / Com. Mahendra Shrestha
#. &zt Al / Com. Kiran Mali
. ®fag IS / Com. Kabindra Shrestha
F. {=91 AT / Com. Manju Thapa
#. famst 7w\t / Com. Bimal Sharma
F. @ TS / Com. Som Rai
. #59 AT / Com. Manju Gyawali
F. HY AT / Com. Samar Thapa
%. W AT / Com. Suresh Dawadi
%. gHA IAAT / Com. Suman Upreti
F. WM qFHT / Com. Shyam Nakarmi
&. WAIgETE HAE / Com. Phani P. Mainali
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